MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE COMMUNITY HUB
ON MONDAY 6th MARCH 2023 AT 6.30PM
ALL REPORTS ARE ATTACHED AS APPENDICES

Attendees:
Parish Councillors:
Barling, Barnshaw, Gallagher, Mrs Hopkins, Hallam, 
Sanders (Chair), Stewart, Williams, Wilson,


County Councillor:
Dyer,


District Councillors:
Cawrey, Moran


Clerk:


Mrs Smith, 


Resident:

5 Residents
1.  The Chairman of the Parish Council to open the meeting.

Councillor Sanders welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.  Apologies.

Apologies were received from, District Councillors Burley and Pennell, and Parish Councillors Edwards, Kenyon and Spence.
3.   To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th May 2022.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hopkins and seconded by Councillor Barnshaw that the minutes are a true record of the meeting and they were agreed to be signed.

All agreed.
4.   Guest Speaker Mr Marc Jones, Police & Crime Commissioner.

Mr Jones spoke to those present about his role and policing, and then answered questions.  These are just some of the things he said.

He explained that there are 507 parishes in Lincolnshire so it is very rare that he attends a Parish meeting, as he can’t attend them all, but he had no engagements and so he was able to attend.  
He informed that he had been elected in 2016.  Speaking about the history of the public figure in the police, he explained how it started by Sir Robert Peel, who introduced the Chief Constable, who only later on became a Police Officer.  

The main roles of the Police & Crime Commissioner are the budget of the police, to secure that the police force is efficient and effective and to hold the chief constable to account.
There are lots of things in the Police and Crime Plan, but the key principles are;
· Community safety and prevention in partnership

· Listening, responding and being accountable

· Protecting and supporting victims and the vulnerable

· Policing that work

They regularly have national inspections by the inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services.  Where they look at what they are doing at the time of the inspection and not any projects they may have going forward.  
The main funding is received from the Home secretary.

The Chief Constables have a 5 year contract.

May next year will be the next Police & Crime Commissioner elections.

Questions and Answers

Q.  What are your top 3 things in the plan.

A.  That is a good question, the plan is not just about policing.  Things such as;

· The police have a right to the correct equipment.

· Prevention in partnership with others

· Reducing reoffending, working with the Prison and probation service.

Q.   Is it correct that you are reducing the number of PCSO’s.
A.  He is not doing it, as it is an operational decision and therefore it is the Chief Constable.  The Chief Constable has more money, but more things to pay for, as just like you at home, costs have gone up that he needs to pay for.  The decision was made to put £2m into other civilian roles and reduce the PCSO by the same amount.  Spending for police officers is ring fenced and they are receiving more money to spend on officers.  The way they are allocated money by the government is broken, they are using the 2013 population figures.  However, they are working on a new formular that they are going to start consulting on soon, that will be in place April next year.
Lincolnshire is down £15m against the average number for those in a similar group, such as Norfolk and Suffolk, and £40m down against the National average.

So overall, we will have more warranted officers and less PCSO’s.

Q.  If there is more warranted officers, why are we not seeing them, in the parishes and at meetings.

A.  He can’t force them to do that, there are 507 parishes, so it is not practical to have officers attending all those meetings, not a good use of their time.

He would like to see area commanders more accessible to communities, and more dialogue with senior people as well as local policing.

There are 9 ranks in policing, if PCSO’s attend community meetings they might not be giving the right information or have the right support to attend and give a report.
Q.   There is a lot of ASB at the Lake in Waddington.  He has been threatened by groups of lads, they set fires and cause damage.  They have been informed to report it when it is happening, but it can take forever to get through.

A.  A crime in action should be reported to 999, which will be answered within 5 seconds.  111 is next level and take a longer, they have just taken on 15 more people to work there, but it can take 6 months to have them fully trained.

ASB in the whole is a forever problem, they don’t always have the finances to deal with it, but when you are living with it, it is horrible.  They have asked the treasurer for £100m to put some money behind it, to have a targeted initiative against ASB, but they will be happy with £50m.

Lincoln City had open space wardens, that would go round the open spaces, parks, commons, on bikes and they had direct contact with the police, so they could report anything.  He things this could work County wide.
If you are not happy with the way your case has been dealt with, there is the Community Trigger, where you ask for you case to be reviewed, it is a way of escalating it, to get the treatment you deserve. 

Q.  Previously the district council have funded 4 of the PCSO’s, then this was taken back to the police to fund.  NKDC are very proactive when it comes to crime and ASB, could they possibly fund PCSO’s again.

A.  This is something they are looking at.  Possibly a cluster of parishes paying for a PCSO, say £10,000 each, and the PCSO would then be visible in that area.  Northamptonshire do it and it has positive feedback.  This would not replace but be in addition to.

Q.  Are the police wages, National or Local.

A.  They are nationally.  The higher they are and more experience they have, get paid more, but they start at less than £20,000.
Q.  We have never seen the current beat officer; the last one PC Hanson was very good and even came to see us in his own time.  Also, most nights between 3 and 4am, they spend dealing with those who are drunk or on drugs, it is a waste of police time, they could be dealing with other issues.

A.  They have a duty of care, to keep the kings policing and protect life.  They don’t want the pubs and clubs to all close at the same time as this would be chaos at the taxi ranks and kabab shops.  The level of violence has actually dropped and the CCTV helps.
They currently have 2 teams that work well together, the roads policing team, who repel criminals from Lincoln borders, and the rural crime tea, £2.5m of investment to protect rural crime at night.  

5.   To receive an Annual Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council.
The Chairman gave his report.
Questions and Answers.

Q.  Can something be done about the lack of tidiness in the village, it is becoming scruffy.  Do the road sweepers not come anymore, there are leaves everywhere, Budgens car park and the Horse and Jockey are a mess.

A.  The road sweepers do come, but the leaves fell late this year and then it froze and they did not blow away like they do normally.  We have been discussing this and what we can do going forward.  Budgens car park is private land, but we can go in and speak to the owners.  The Horse and Jockey we have wrote to the owners and had no response, and we have wrote to English Heritage and had no response.
6.
To receive an Annual report from the County Councillor and District Councillors.
County Councillor Dyer
Cllr Dyer gave his report.
District Councillor Cawrey

Cllr Cawrey gave her report.
District Councillor Burley

Cllr Burley sent his apologies.
District Councillor Pennell
Cllr Pennell sent his apologies.
District Councillor Moran
Cllr Moran informed that he had nothing to report, but he hoped to see everyone again soon.
7.   Informal chat and questions over a glass of wine or tea / coffee and a piece of cake.

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

To the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of WADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 6th March 2023
Welcome to you all and thank you for attending the Annual Parish Meeting this evening. I would like to provide you with a short report to update you with the events, finances and developments of the Council over the last year.
Firstly, I would remind you that the Parish Council Elections are to be held in May.

Also, along these lines, I would like to express Thanks to former Parish Councillors Emma Belli and Matt Newman for their contributions. Emma also served the Parish Council as Chair of the Playing Field Trust committee and contributed much time and effort into taking plans forward for a new cricket Pavilion - which due to lack of finance has not yet gone ahead but is currently still being worked on. The Parish Council has recently welcomed a new Parish Councillor, Mr Dave Wilson.

As the Village has grown in size, there has been a need to employ a third handyman and the Council welcomed a new member of staff in June. The Burial Ground maintenance is the main focus of his role, as well as helping with the general upkeep and tidying of the new areas of residential houses.

The Finances of the Parish Council are looking healthy and allowing several projects to be taken forward. There is currently a balance of almost £60,000 CIL money (Community Infrastructure Levy) which is money to be put towards infrastructure for the Village (ie the new road at the Village Hall) as well as “106 funding” which has been used for the playground equipment additions. In addition, the estimated reserves for the end of the financial year, is a balance of approx. £70,000. 

Planning for the new road layout at the Village Hall has now been approved. Unfortunately, the previous contractor who was going to do the work has now ceased trading and therefore new quotes are being requested and once these quotes are all in with agreement on which contractor will be employed to see the project through, the work will proceed.

A Public Consultation was held to discuss the future of Redwood Drive Community Centre with the result leading to another Structural Survey being requested. The Council are waiting on the results of that, in order to make the decision on the way forward for the building. The residents of the area are wanting to preserve a local community building and the Parish Council are keen to work with them to this end.

Over the last few months – since November, the Parish Council has worked with St Michaels Church in providing a Warm Room Initiative, which has been provided (for free) – there is one session held at the Church on a Monday and the other at the Community Hub on a Friday. The Friday session was originally held at Redwood Drive Community Centre but the take up from the area was not as great as had been expected and so it was moved to the Community Hub where the numbers have increased. It provides an opportunity to be in a safe and warm space, as well as providing contact and company to those who wish to participate. Refreshments and a light lunch are also provided.

The Community Hub is still being used once a week by NKDC who run a Digi Hub session (Thursdays 1pm – 2.30pm). The use of the Hall is provided for free by the Parish Council to help residents of Waddington with any issues, problems, or advice with phones / ipads / tablets / laptops etc.

The Queens Platinum Jubilee event was held in June last year – on what was described as “the wettest June day for X amount of years!!!” However, despite this, the event did go ahead as advertised – thanks to the event having been organised with the use of a marquee. Considering the appalling weather, the event was well attended, and residents were able to enjoy entertainment and refreshments …. without getting wet! 

The annual Christmas Fair event was also a great success again this year – held on Saturday 19th November. It has gone from strength to strength, with many stall holders requesting provisional bookings for this years’ event. The Fair was well attended and feedback from residents was also very positive. 

Updates to most of the Playground facilities have been made including a new Monkey Wall and Trim Trail at the Village Hall playground, a Jungle Climber at the High Street play park, and a new Basket Swing at Sidney Hall Field has been installed to compliment the Zip Wire and other equipment which is already there.

The Village Hall playing field has seen a return of Caravan and Motorhome rallies throughout this last year and this generates a very good income for the Parish Council and the Playing Field Trust.

I would like to take this opportunity once again, to thank you for attending this evening and please feel welcome to stay and enjoy the refreshments provided.

REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TOM DYER

To the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of WADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 6th March 2023
Waddington Parish Annual Meeting – 
· North Hykeham Relief Road

· Balfour Beatty awarded the design and build contract last year

· Engagement events in September to update residents of the progress and to get views on certain issues (Somerton Gate Lane, cycle ways etc).

· Further engagement events next week – Waddington’s is Wednesday 15th 1500-2000

· Planning Permission later this year

· Commence construction in 2025

· Footway Micro surfacing “slurry seal” was carried out along Grantham Road, Bar Lane and the Melbourne Way estate to preserve the life of the footway.

· Resurfacing of – 

· Hollywell Road

· Manor Lane

· Far Lane

· Brant Road

· Tinkers Lane 

· Hill Top

· Vanwall Drive

· Brant Road footpaths and now the drainage works.

· Bus Shelter improvement on Grantham Road, opposite Pottergate close

· Plans for next year – TROs, Speed camera upgrades, Council Volunteer scheme and Public Right of Ways 

· Continue to report issues via ‘Fix My Street’

· Updates will continue on my Councillor Facebook page
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