MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE COMMUNITY HUB
ON MONDAY 8th APRIL 2024 AT 6.00PM
ALL REPORTS ARE ATTACHED AS APPENDICES

Attendees:
Parish Councillors:
Carcass, Forrester, Gallagher, Hadfield, Mrs Hopkins, Richardson,
Sanders (Chair), Williams, Wilson,


County Councillor:
Dyer,


District Councillors:
Pennell,


Clerk:


Mrs Smith, Mrs Mumby


Resident:

1 Residents
1.  The Chairman of the Parish Council to open the meeting.

Councillor Sanders welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.  Apologies.

Apologies were received from, District Councillor Cooper, and Parish Councillors Barling, Barnshaw, Bayston and Hurst.
3.   To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 6th March 2023.

It was proposed by Councillor Sanders and seconded by Councillor Wilson that the minutes are a true record of the meeting and they were agreed to be signed.

All agreed.
4.   To receive an Annual Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council.
The Chairman gave his report.
There were no questions for the Chairman.

5.   To receive an Annual report from the County Councillor and District Councillors.
County Councillor Dyer
Cllr Dyer gave his report.
Cllr Dave Wilson asked if Somerton Gate Lane could have some restrictions in place, like no heavy goods vehicles.

Cllr Dyer informed that he believed once the bypass was in place, it would reduce the number of people using it as a cut through.  

Cllr Mike Gallagher asked how much was paid out in claims for damages on Somerton Gate Lane.

Cllr Dyer replied that he didn’t know but he would try and find out.

Cllr Robert Hadfield commented that they should spend some money on it once and make it a decent road.  
District Councillor Cooper
Cllr Cooper sent his apologies.
District Councillor Pennell
Cllr Pennell gave his report.
Cllr Mike Gallagher asked if NKDC had bought a hotel in Sleaford.

Cllr Pennell informed that ‘The Carre Arms’ had come up for sale, the owners were retiring.  NKDC wanted to keep it as a hotel and keep jobs.  They plan to put a manager in, make some small improvements, and it will make money for the District Council.
7.   Informal chat and questions over tea / coffee and a piece of cake.

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

To the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of WADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 8th April 2024
Welcome to you all and thank you for attending the Annual Parish Meeting this evening. I would like to provide you with a short report to update you with the events, finances and developments of the Council over the last year (ie April 23 - April 24)
I would like to express thanks to the Parish Councillors of the past year who have supported and contributed assistance to the Council (along with those who have since resigned or are unable to attend this evening - but have also served the Council). Also to welcome the latest Councillors: Elsie Carcass, Carol Forrester, Martyn Hurst, Robert Hadfield and Roger Richardson.

The village is continuing to grow in size and population and the Parish Council finances are looking healthy. This in turn allows the Council to continue to improve and provide more facilities and services for the villagers and the reserves for the end of the financial year, is a healthy of £123,000.

The new one-way road system at the Village Hall is now complete with the entry now being from Grantham Road and exit via Mere Road. The car park is also marked out and helps to organise parking and ensures safety - especially during busy events held at the hall.

The 3 Buildings which are managed by the Parish Council/ Parish Clerk are also being kept maintained, improved and updated and all are regularly used/ hired out.

The Community Hub is still the venue for a couple of groups providing community assistance. 1. The Digi Hub (in conjunction with NKDC) The use of the Hall is provided for free by the Parish Council to help residents of Waddington with any issues, problems, or advice with phones / ipads / tablets / laptops etc. And 2. The Warm Room initiative (running alongside the same type of group running on a Monday at St Michaels Church). Both of these groups are very well attended.

The Village Hall has had a couple of Caravan rallies in the last year with a couple of provisional bookings already booked in for the year ahead. This provides a substantial income and considerably boosts the income from the regular hirers / one off bookings.

Redwood Drive Community Centre has now had the Structural Survey completed. It has been established that with work to the building, it can be maintained and retained. The Parish Council also recently applied for a Grant to help with the work but unfortunately the Council has just been advised that their application has been unsuccessful. It is hoped however, that other Grants can be applied for, or the work be part funded from the Parish Council reserves, and once finance has been secured it is hoped that the work can begin shortly.
The Christmas Fair held in November 2023 was once again very well attended and is now a recognised diary date by the stall holders. The Christmas Fair has increased in size each year, and there is now a cap on the amount of stalls allowed – this ensures provision of adequate space indoors for those with mobility issues and ensures the marquees stall spaces are maximised with adequate space for requested stalls being accommodated.

Last year, the first Summer Fair was held in June and was a huge success. The Council will be holding another one this year (Saturday 22nd June) with a change in times with it commencing slightly later and extending into the evening - thereby making better use of the hired stage and providing more entertainment during the day and then on into the evening too. The other main additions for this years Summer Fair are a Classic Car / Vehicle display, a Miniature Train Track providing rides, a Fun fair which will be open from Friday evening through to Saturday evening – all alongside the regular children’s games and races, a dog show and other activities which were provided last year.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity once again, to thank you for attending this evening and please feel welcome to stay and enjoy the refreshments being provided.

REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TOM DYER

To the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of WADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 8th April 2024
Thank you for your support over the last year.  

I am entering the third and final year before elections next year.
I mainly talk about roads, highways, and potholes, but this is just a small portion of the budget.  Adult Social Care being the largest portion of the budget.

The Devolution has been agreed by the Council and gone to government, and whatever the outcome of the election, this shouldn’t stop the devolution as both parties are for it.

There is no concern about the Council’s finances, unlike Nottingham and Birmingham, Lincoln had a £7m surplus this year, which has been allocated to floods and water, highways and solar panels on all Council buildings.

Highways – There are some TROs (traffic regulation orders) going through for Waddington.  The big ones being Grantham Road, the 30mph zone has been extended south towards Harmston, and it is out for public consultation to extend north towards Bracebridge Heath.  If during the public consultation they receive one objection, then it is required to go to Planning Committee for consideration.  The TRO for double yellow lines on the High Street, Bar Lane Junction, received one objection and therefore, will be going to Planning Committee.  The TRO for double yellow lines on the High Street, by the Church Lane, Barbers Shop, is now out for public consultation.  Later on this month the TRO for waiting restrictions at Redwood Drive, by the school will be going out for public consultation.
Fix my street, many of you use fix my street for potholes, but it can also be used for drainage problems and streetlights.

The Hykeham Relief Road will be at Planning in May or June for consideration.

I have a new newsletter which is being delivered to every household and I have some posters that have been placed on the noticeboards.  

I will continue to try and improve road safety.  

I am also trying to have Somerton Gate Lane improved, as it is now not going to be closed when they do the Hykeham relief road.
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LANCE PENNELL
To the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of WADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 8th April 2024
A year ago the boundaries changed. I used to be the District Councillor for Waddington West, one Councillor for 2000 electors and there was Waddington East and Bracebridge Heath with three Councillors.  Following the elections last year, it is now Waddington Rural, which includes the whole of Waddington, Harmston and Coleby, with three Councillors.  

I am currently the Chairman of the Planning Committee and Vice-Chairman of Licensing.

Climate Emergency – The District Council have declared that every report written has to have environmental considerations.  If you would like to know more about the climate strategy, details can be found on the website.

Housing – They are trying to acquire land to build houses where possible.  Large housing developments have to have a proportion of affordable homes.  

The District Council are investing in the building of new business properties. They have done a number of businesses large and small in Sleaford, Commercial developers don’t often want to take them on.  

In June last year, the leader and deputy leader of the Council were engaged and so I was chosen to go to London for the Local Government Chronical Awards, as the Council had been shortlisted for the housing category, which they won for their Passive Houses in Potterhanworth.
This year is the 50th anniversary of the formation of North Kesteven District Council.  In 1974 NKDC came into existence.
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